THE “CONTRAPTION” 


Keith Wardell 





Non member Keith Wardell has been in touch with the Society to 
show us a perforating machine that he has owned for some years. As 
you will see he is seeking any information from members that might 
caste light on what the machine was for. Here is what he wrote:- 


It was more than twenty years ago that I stumbled across this mystery 
item in a pile of rubble in an outbuilding in Leicester. Since then, 
dozens of interested people have endeavoured to trace its origins and 
determine the function it was intended for, to no avail. 


In fact, it was only recently that one dedicated sleuth discovered your 
Society, which can 
hopefully reach a far 
larger band of the right 
"experts" 


Having travelled many 
miles visiting two 
Antiques Roadshows, 
numerous auction 
houses, a few museums 
and even more public 
houses, not a single 
clue as to the items 
history. 








We know what it looks 
like, we know what it 
does, it perforates 
numbers, albeit one at 
a time. But, who used it 
and for what purpose? 


One would imagine it 
would have been an 
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expensive and laborious task to construct such a press, so one 
assumes it would be in continuous use, and not the only one 
manufactured. Somebody, somewhere knows why, where and when, 
we know what, so happy hunting. 


Ed:- Enclosed in Keith’s letter was a strike of the numbers that the 
machine produces. Looking closely at the picture shows that there are 
ten slots on the machine to produce the full range of numbers 0 — 9 — 
each slot producing a single number. 
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The total height of the machine is approximately 12 inches. What 
may not be clear from the photo is that the base plate has a brass 
plaque showing the following — F. BRAHAM, MAKER, LONDON. 








This is the first perforator that has been recorded made by Braham. 
As it was found in Leicester it may have been used in the hosiery 
business but it is anybody’s guess. The machine must be a fairly early 
one in that the numbers are fixed. Sloper produced numbering and 
dating machines where the number required could be set prior to 
perforation. If any member can shed any further light on this 
“contraption” please get in touch as Keith would love to know who 
used it and what it was for. 
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